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Bird Bits 
Sacramento Classic Thunderbird Club 

Established 1966 
Classic Thunderbird Club International 

CTCI Chapter 14 
February 2016 

Message from the President 
  Happy New Year to all our members. We're already in the 2nd 
month of the year, and we are off and rolling. Since last 
meeting, we had a wonderful Christmas luncheon at Frasinet-
ti’s winery with lots of hungry members. I believe that every-
one had a good time. The dinners were great, and our gift-
exchange was fun. I hope everyone received something fun 
that they can use! And our technical skills were put to use im-
mediately after the party, as we needed to change a mem-
ber's flat-tire in the parking lot.  
  This year, we've already had a tech session on installing disk-brakes and a 
great breakfast at Janie's home. Thank you, Janie, and all your cooks and help-
ers. Officially, it was our annual open Board Meeting and 2016 Planning Meeting. 
For those who weren’t there, you missed a great buffet of breakfast specialties 
and a boisterous discussion on our upcoming activities.  
  I think we've got a good selection of club favorite destinations coming up and a 
few new ones. We also discussed our upcoming 50th Anniversary Party, sched-
uled for April 17, and our summer trip to the CTCI International Convention in 
San Diego. I think that everyone in attendance (I counted 31) at the Board 
meeting are going, except for one or two. I hope that YOU can attend! Our next 
general meeting is February 9th, see you there. Keep your Thunderbird on the 
road, wear your name-tags, and remember to watch and update our Facebook 
account with your pictures and stories. (“Sacramento Classic Thunderbird Club”). 

See you down the road!  

Jim 
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Open Board Meeting Minutes 
 

Meeting called to order at 12:20 p.m. by President Jim Marquardt. 
He thanked Janie Felkins and Pat Steinhauer for co-hosting the Open Board Meeting and Brunch. 
He thanked the 2015 Board members for continuing their positions for 2016. 
The Annual CTCI Chapter Report has been sent in to CTCI. 
Roger Fuller received a letter of commendation for the Bird Bits from CTCI President Martha Lazdins.  
Treasurer’s report  was given by Bonnie Marquardt.  The CD is now in the club savings account.   
 There are no monthly fees associated with this  account.  The Albuquerque club returned our check of 
  $500 seed money for their convention with a nice thank you note.  They also didn’t charge for the 
  Club’s ad due to the problems with printing it for the program. 
Committee Reports- 
Membership- 
    Thank you to Janie Felkins for keeping the roster updated, and for including a cell phone roster.  Jim re
  minded everyone to make copies and keep it in your glove box.  
    There are 70 active members as of this date.  Some members will be contacted who have not paid their 
  dues yet.  Janie reminded the members who are called to be sure to date their check before Feb. 1st, 
  or there will be a late fee.   SCTC members must be members of CTCI.  

 Patches are available for purchase.  See Chuck Korenko.  They cost $2.50 apiece.  One patch is included 
  In the new member packet. 

Activities-  Activities are listed in the Bird Bits.  There is something for everybody - local drives and 
  events, over-nighters, and the longer trip to San Diego with stops along the coast on the way home.  
 Several members go to local shows, but are not considered club-sponsored events.   
    The suggestion that a breakfast meeting be held instead of the traditional evening meeting was discussed.  
  It was decided to continue the evening meeting, as we have been. 
Historian-  Stephanie Kowerduck has just completed the 2014 Scrapbook.  Remember to send her 
  pictures of activities you may have taken during the year. 
Old Business- 

After many years of chairing the Annual Stocking Decorating, Janie Felkins is passing the job over to Pat 
Steinhauer.  Start collecting Christmasy- crafty things now to bring to the decorating party in           
September.  

2015 Autorama- Jim Fields explained that each club awards another participating club during the event. 
Our club gave an award for the best organized club this year. He distributed a summary of local car 
clubs and the judging criteria- newsletter, routine tech sessions, participation with other clubs, etc.  

It was decided that the Autorama would not be a club event this year.  Club members are encouraged to 
participate on their own, if they wish.  

50th Anniversary Party-  The celebration is scheduled for Sunday, April 17th, from 4:00 pm to 8:00 p.m. at 
the California Auto Museum.  The announcement will be in the February Bird Bits.  A committee has 
been working on this for several months and has a very nice celebration planned.  Past members, will 
be sent invitations as well.  For planning purposes, reservations and payment must be made in      
advance.  There will be no tickets sold the day of the event. 

 
New Business- 

Meeting refreshments- After much discussion, it was decided to provide water at meetings but to no long-
er have refreshments.  The Vice-President will take on the responsibility of bringing water. 

1,000 mile award- Each year members are encouraged to keep track of the miles driven in their T-Bird.     
If you reach 1,000 miles, you will receive a plaque, and then in the following years a plate to attach to 
that plaque.  Contact Ross Woodman if you drove your car 1,000 miles or more.  Most members who  
reach the 1,000 mile mark do so during the years in which they drove their car to a regional or         
national convention. 

Activity hosting reimbursement- It was decided by the Board to increase the hosting funds to $100.   
Members who host an activity must turn in receipts up to $100 in order to be reimbursed. 

Car-related Discussion-  Stan Pierce thanked everyone who helped install his new brakes.  Brakes will be   
  one of the tech-topics presented in the February monthly meeting. 
 
Minutes submitted by Lydia Hastings, Secretary 
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January-February  

Birthdays 

1/1  Fred Greenlaw 

1/5  Dennis Cole 

1/6  Ken Zuckerman  

1/15  Richard Flaig 

1/17  Mike Taylor 

1/18  Marvin Weiss 

1/19  Pat O’Neal 

1/22  Jim Marquardt 

1/25  Lynne Lindsey 

1/29  Alice Weast 

2/1 
 Mark Jansen,                    
Roberta Greenlaw,              
Barbara Haynes 

2/4  Howard Ross 

2/5  Richard Pleschner 

2/11  Karen Aboud 

2/12  Bob Buck  

2/21  Brent Bambola 

2/25  Gerry Johnson 

 
 

It’s February already! 
Come on, Let’s get moving! 

Show and Swaps 
 

March  8 Good Guys Pleasanton, Show 
and Swap Meet 
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Activities for 2016 

Feb 
9 
14 

General Meeting at Future Ford 
Sweetheart Brunch at Elks Lodge 

 
Lydia Strizek 

Mar 
8 
20 

General Meeting at Future Ford 
Day at the Races at Golden Gate Park 

 
 

Apr 
12 
17 
30 

General Meeting at Future Ford 
SCTC 50th Anniversary Party 
Garage tour in Lodi  (Tentative)  

 
RSVP to Pat S 
Ross Woodman 

May 

10 
14 
21 
28 

General Meeting at Future Ford 
Gil’s Garage Tech Session in Fairfield 
Wine Tour of Lincoln and Auburn 
Sacramento Music Festival Parade 

 
 
J & B Haynes 
M Wichmann 

Jun 

14 
16 
18 
25 

General Meeting at Future Ford 
Drive-in Dinner and Movie 
Great Race Kick-off  (Tentative)  
Birthday Bash and BBQ at Pat Steinhauer 

 
J & D Fields 
Ross Woodman 
Pat S 

Jul 
12 
19-21 
29-31 

General Meeting at Future Ford 
Santa Rosa Drive & Overnight 
Bear Valley Concert and Overnight  

 
J & L Strizek 
Tentative 

Aug 
9 
TBD 
 

General Meeting at Future Ford 
Picnic in the Park 
 

 

Sep 

11 
13 
13-18 
24 

Stocking Decorating at Pat Steinhauer's 
General Meeting at Future Ford Canceled due to the Conv 
CTCI International Convention in San Diego 
Birds on the Wharf 

Pat S 
 
Chuck Korenko 
TBD 

Oct 
11 
14-16 
22 

General Meeting at Future Ford 
International Car Show at Cal Expo 
River Road Tour 

 
Ross Woodman 
J & L Strizek 

Nov 
8 
12 
27 

General Meeting at Future Ford 
Roseville Museum Tour 
Tree Decorating at CAM 

 
Chuck Korenko 
Lydia Strizek 

Dec 
3 
 

Christmas Party TBD  

A. RIM DIAMETER   This is the actual diameter of the wheel at the point where the tire bead seats (not 
the outer lip). 

B. RIM WIDTH   Measure this from the inside of the outer lip at the bead 
seating point to the inner lip. 

C. BACKSPACING   A very important measurement is from the in-
side of the wheel at the point where it contacts the hub, brake drum or 

axle flange to the inside edge (lip) of the wheel. 
D. BOLT PATTERN   Count the number of mounting holes for the 
wheel and determine the diameter of a circle that would run through 
their center. On a 5-lug wheel, you can measure from the center of one 
hole to the OUTER edge of the hole diagonally across from it and get 
an approximate number that’s very close to the bolt circle diameter.  
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Board Meeting 
 

  
    Two Classic Thunderbirds and 31 mem-
bers (most driving brand X) gathered at 
Janie Felkins for brunch and the Annual 
Open Board Meeting.  The food was del-
ish and the conversations were great.   
 
  As seems typical, planning out the cal-
endar for the year was a bit more chal-
lenging.  Many took up the challenge to 
bring ideas and/or willingness to host 
events for this year.  Fitting them into a 
schedule without impacting every week-
end of March through November was 
tricky.    
 
  Thank you, Jim, for herding us ‘birders’ 
into what looks like a year of tours and fun 
get togethers.  All good things take work, 
but everyone’s efforts are much appreciat-
ed.  
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A Day 
at the Races, March 20 
 
 
 

We'll meet at the track parking lot entrance at around 11:00 am.  
Special parking will be reserved for those bringing their T-Birds.  Cost for this outing is $40.00 per per-
son ($20.00 for kids under 18). 
 

Please sign-up before March 5, 2016 

 

Please respond to: 

Mike Press, 516 Bonnie Dr., El Cerrito, CA  94530 
(510) 558-4037, mjprgp@infionline.net  
Please make checks payable to Norcal-VTCA. 
 
Driving and meet instructions will be mailed or e-mailed to those attending. 



 

7  



 

8  

 

What makes the blinker switch work? 
 
  Most people don’t consider what makes a light turn on in their home when they throw the switch. And, 
most people don’t consider what makes a blinker flash when you push/pull the lever at the steering 
wheel.  But, when it stops working, what do you do?  Take you car to the local fix-it garage and let them 
find out, right? 
 
  I have a fold out wiring diagram of the circuitry in a 1955 Thunderbird.  These are available from the 
CTCI store for each of the Early Bird years.  
  Last September, I was sorting out why the blinkers were not working correctly on my white 55. I needed 
to consult the wiring diagram.  I wanted to find out what color wires were supposed to be used for what.  I 
found a few spliced wires in the trunk that I repaired, but the right front and rear lights were not working… 
even though the indicator on the dash lit and blinked.  The front blinker was a simple lack of a good 
ground at the light.  I removed the light and sanded the black ring that holds the domed glass into the 
light assembly.  It started working then.  The rear light was a different story. I traced the wire from the tail 
light to the junction block under the dash.  I even tried bypassing that wire, but the blinker was not work-
ing.   
  So, I needed to spend some time understanding Ford’s better idea of the turn signal switch, the flasher, 
the brake switch and all the wires in the junction block below the dash.  A new turn signal switch was in a 
bag and came with the car.  Evidentially, the problem had been existing for a while.  I mentioned before 
that the car only had 600 miles on it in the last 20 years.  The condition of the insulation on the 60 year 
old wires made it difficult to tell their original colors, and in fact, large chunks of the cloth insulation were 
falling off.  I was able to determine that power was going into the switch, but not coming out to power the 
right rear blinker.  I installed the new blinker switch in the steering column and everything worked fine.   
 
  Advance 2 months and 150 miles.  I was told the left rear signal was not working.  The brake light 
worked fine, but turn the signal on and neither the brake or flasher made the left rear light work.  During 
my earlier discovery, I found that only one wire goes from the junction block below the dash to the left 
rear “brighter” light.  With the front light and dash indicator blinking, I immediately knew that something 
must be wrong with the switch.  Really? 150 miles and a new switch fails???  A second wire powers the 
running light and is routed through the light switch. It is not part of this discussion.   
 
  I had another old turn signal switch in my parts drawer, so I took it apart to complete my understanding 
of the total mechanism.  The wiring diagram indicated that there are 2 triangles in the switch. The wire 
from the stop light switch (at the master cylinder or frame rail) was routed to the blinker switch and sent 
to both tail lights.  However when the turn signal was engaged, one of the triangles would be moved to 
allow power from the flasher to take over and the brake light power would not be used.   Picture time! 
    
 

 

Wiring diagram, with my 
notes added.  

Switch  in neutral position (brakes can power 
both rear lights).  Front lights are blocked.  

Right Rear  Left Rear 

 

Inside look at the switch.   

 



 

9  

 

Blinker Switch continued... 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  In fact, power from the flasher is present at the 
middle of the 5 lower holes at all times the ignition 
is on.  It is just waiting for a triangle to be slid over.    

It then provides power to the rear tail light next to it and the front light above it.  The flasher is set to 
fail (open) when power is connected to the lights and enough resistance is built up.  The flasher 
springs back closed and fails open again and again causing the blinking action at the lights.  Have 
you ever plugged trailer lights into a standard blinker and noticed the lights stay on a much shorter 
time? That’s the flasher. More bulbs mean more resistance being built up faster.  The same theory is 
true if your old wires are grounded or touching each other. Other lights may flash and the flasher ‘on’ 
time is shortened. 
 
  In my case, the triangle was not quite going far enough over to allow the tab on the triangle from 
centering in the holes in the spacer plate shown to the upper left.  It was held back away from con-
tacting the pick up plate (with the wires attached to the back).  But only at the tail light connection.   
 
Next, I started looking why the switch plate was not letting the triangle slide far enough.   

Brake light 
power 

Power from flasher 

Left Rear 

Left Front Right Front 
Right Rear 

Switch in right turn position,  centered and making 
good contact with right side lights. 

Switch in left turn position,  not quite far enough to 
make good contact with the left tail light! 

Power from flasher 

Power from flasher 

Triangle tab not  
centered and hung up   
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Blinker Switch continued... 

  I noticed the curved switch plate had a large 
gap on both sides of the post that makes the 
switch slide up or down.  The gap was not let-
ting the switch completely engage.  The whole 
assembly is designed with springs, roller ball 
and stops so this won’t happen, but that was 
60 years ago.  With the curved switch plate 
removed, I could slide the center post far 
enough to make the lights work normally.  
  My 3 choices for a repair were: to replace the 
switch plate (with one that had not worn such 
a large gap or been twisted too many times), 
squeeze and deform the switch plate (to nar-
row the gap and/or re-create its original 
shape), or fill the gap (with a bushing).   
I chose to make a bushing. I recalled seeing a 
bushing like this on other blinker switches I 
had worked on.  So, the repair is not unique or 
patented.   
But without a complete understanding of the circuitry and function of the 
switch, I would not have been able to find or fix the problem.   
 
I hope this will give you the confidence to attempt this type of repair if nec-
essary.  Also, pages 205 and 206 of the Technical Articles CD, distributed 
to SCTC members, describes the more common turn signal problems and 
repairs.       
 
Roger Fuller 
 
By the way, I have a schematic and parts list if you want to add a relay for 
an emergency 4-way flasher to your Thunderbird.  The parts are a little 
over $50.   

Gap 

Curved switch 
plate removed. 

What’s in your Garage? Any extra parts for sale? 
 
Roger Fuller is selling a ‘56 non pothole top, fresh restoration, $3200  
 And a used, but usable ‘55 seat. $250 
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4 Way Hazard Flashers  
 
 
I drive my 56 from Arizona to Maine and 
back each summer.   A few times over the 
years, I would have liked to have had 4-
Way Hazard Flashers.   
I looked for a kit with a small hideable 
switch and a 4PST relay, but could not 
find them.  I then found a small black 
rocker switch that could be attached to 
the bottom of the dash, and a 4PDT relay. 
A club member recommended a Variable-
Load Electronic LED Flasher.  
I have LED tails lights, so it turned out to 
be a good choice. I posted the wiring 
schematic in CTCI’s Yahoo site under 
Files “4 Way Hazard Flashers”.   
 

Fred Artus 
   

Parts used: 
 
Relay:    
Idec Relay  # RH4B-UDC12V  14 Pins (only 10 pins 
used)           $9.89 
Also used an Idec Fingersafe Socket SH4B-05C                       
           $6.80 
CONTROL COMPONENTS INC Alabama  
334/264-3325 or 800-489-4145 
 
Flasher: 
Grote Flasher  #44891 NAPA       $21.99 
You might want to try using a NAPA # NF 552 or  
# LIT 536 flasher, they are cheaper and should work. 
 
Switch: 
Rocker 10 amps  Pep Boys        $6.00 
 
Connectors:        
2 from Casco Wire Connectors Part # 360001S    $0.54 
Plus 2 red squeeze connectors 
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Another Technical Day! 
 

  Stan Pierce was looking to improve the braking experience of his ‘57 Thunderbird. 
It was a bit soft.  Small wonder. While pulling the system apart, we found the rear shoes were com-
pletely worn to the metal.  One rear drum was already 0.055 over 
the stock 11”.  So they could not be turned (ground flat) and still be 
within the 0.060 max over size.  New shoes were installed, and 
new drums are being ordered. 
  One of the front brakes had both shoes fractured all the way 
through the lining.  I had not seen this kind of catastrophic failure 
before.  
 
  The front disk brake conversion kit he purchased from Concours 
included everything he needed except brake fluid, bearing grease 
and 2 slightly longer bolts to secure the master cylinder to the fire 
wall.  Everything fit well, which is impressive.  
 
  The directions in the kit specified that there might be a fitting 
problem when used on the 14” Thunderbird wheels.  We were pre-
pared it grind a bit of the caliper, if necessary.  However, the only 
interference found was where a brake line that crossed over from 
the inner to the outer side of the caliper. It was rubbing on the in-
ner side of the wheel. Mark Wichmann simply squeezed the line 
down (without kinking it), and the line cleared the wheel.  
 
  It took longer than the estimated 3 hours, actually closer to 7 
hours. It is common to wind up with a few leaks in the brake line 
fittings, and we had our share of them.  Tightening everything up 
and bleeding the lines were successful.  We removed the battery 
and battery heat shield to make it easier to install the new master 
cylinder.  

 
  Ken and Julie Zucker-
man will be installing the 
same kit on their ‘56 when the time comes. It was very 
timely for him to be able to dig in and turn a wrench on this 
one.  What a confidence builder it was for him to work with 
club members that had installed kits before and learn how 
to do it.   
 
  Thankfully, 
Stan was able 
to save a bun-
dle of $ by let-
ting the club 

have his car for a Tech Day rather than just taking it a 
brake or Hot Rod shop. Due to the rain, we did not road 
test the car. It was left at John Fratcher’s fantastic gar-
age until Stan could get a few rain free hours to take it 
home.   
 
Folks, working together why I love this club! 
Roger Fuller 
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More Technical Day photos  

Don Wulbers, Stan Pierce, and Jim Fields Mark Wichmann, Larry Storlie, Don, Ross Woodman, John 
Fratcher, George Aboud and Jim Marquardt 

Jerre Haynes 

Larry Storlie, Don Wulbers, John Fratcher, Jim Marquardt 
and Mark Wichmann 

Mike Buehler and Howard Ross 

Ken Zuckerman and John Fratcher 
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  Stan Pierce contacted me when the new rear drums were delivered. I took installed on Thursday, 
January 14.  I also looked at the right front wheel because John Fratcher mentioned he heard a   
rubbing noise when he test drove the car last Sunday morning, the 10th.  Removing the wheel and 
inspecting it, showed a new bright spot where the wheel had rubbed, and a grove on the caliper 
where the wheel had made contact.   
 
  The photo on the upper right shows where I applied some grinder time to relieve the interference.  

As a result, there 
should be no 
more noise and 
better stops.  
 
  Ross Woodman 
will be following 
up on some of 
the lessons 
learned from this 
project.  Come to 
the February gen-
eral meeting for 
that wrap-up.  

Tech Day follow – up 
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Bulletin Board 

Please notify 
Janie Felkins 
when your phone 
number, address 

or e-mail information changes.   

Current SCTC Board & Committee Members: 
 
President  
Jim Marquardt        jmarquardt2001@yahoo.com 
Vice President   
Ross Woodman          rosslw@juno.com 
Treasurer 
Bonnie Glantz bglantz49@surewest.net 
Secretary   
Lydia Hastings lyonstrings@yahoo.com 
CTCI Rep   
Roger Fuller                 fullerr5683@sbcglobal.net  
Newsletter Editor   
Roger Fuller                 fullerr5683@sbcglobal.net 
Membership   
Janie Felkins          jfelkins@surewest.net 
Historian   
Stephanie Kowerduck  56birdette@gmail.com 
Activities   
vacant  
Sunshine Committee 
Dianna Rhoads stardancer1966@yahoo.com 

SCTC patches are in stock and 
available for sale. $2.50 each.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thunderbird patches are also 
available from the CTCI store. 

CTCI.org for $5.00 

SCTC Club Jackets (or any other garment) 
Bring your jacket to: 

American Logowear 
1603 Douglas Blvd.  Roseville 

(916) 791-5550 
(located on the corner of Doug-
las and Sunrise.)  Tell them 
you are with Sacramento 
Classic Thunderbirds and 
would like the official club 
logo embroidered on the back 
of your jacket. You can use a 
denim jacket or a golf style 
jacket. They will also sew on 
patches 
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