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Club Purpose
Section 1. The purpose of the organization shall be to serve as a medium of exchange of ideas, information and parts 
for admirers of the two passenger Ford Thunderbird and to aid them in their efforts to restore and preserve the car 
in its original condition.

Section 2. To unite in a central organization all owners of the Ford Thunderbird who are interested in restoring and 
maintaining the automobile in a manner to attract prestige and respect within the  community. It shall further be the 
purpose of this club to help those owners become better acquainted, encourage and maintain among its members 
the spirit of good fellowship and fair play through sponsored activities involving family participation and the 
enjoyment of the two passenger Ford Thunderbird.

Section 3. To promote driving safety.

Contact the Editor: Becky Jensen at brbejensrctc@gmail.com
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 Key	Members	2019

President	
Roger	Kelley	
360-896-5096	

rogerandruthkelley@comcast.net	

Vice-President 
John	Calkin	
503-524-4502	

jcatxtwo@aol.com		

     Secretary 
 Martha Brunelle

503-771-4295
mbrunelle1957@gmail.com

 Treasurer 
Shelley Roberts
503-459-8021	

shelleyoswego@gmail.com

CTCI Rep 
John Sailors
503-648-7250	

jsailors@fronHer.com

Past-President 
Membership

Jim Sweet
503-650-6195	

jimls38421@gmail.com	

Editor 
Becky Jensen
360-571-8221

brbejensrctc@gmail.com

Calling  Committee 
Donna Wagnild       360-887-4029
Marcena Monroe     503-694-8265
Diane Clark         503-631-8582
Martha Brunelle     	503-771-4295	
Betti Mathews         360-521-1310	
Sheri	Soukup														503-936-4208

Hospitality & Historian 
Diane Clark             503-631-8582	

Web Page
John Sailors              503-648-7250	
www.rosecitythunderbirds.org	

Al Hillier
503–723-9479	

alanhillier@comcast.net	
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October President’s Letter 

Hello RCTers. 

Well, the Sharps & Kelley’s enjoyed their September visit to Italy 
and made it home with no problems. I understand that a small 
number of our club members enjoyed September events here at 
home. Although the turn out was low for both the PIR and Astoria 
venues those who made one or the other or both had an agreeable 
experience. 

It seems that our level of participation in scheduled events is in a 
state of flux. I’m not sure if it is a lack of interest, redundant choices 
or what? I do know that we have gained a number of new members  
this year and it is hoped that they will become very active in our 
club.  Any ideas for future activities will be appreciated.  I hope to 
see a good turnout for the October Fall Tour followed by a visit to 
the Veterans Memorial Museum in Chehalis, WA in November. 

Speaking of November you are reminded that nomination for club 
officers is in order. At this time I think that a change in leadership 
may be a good thing. Selection of officers for 2020 will be 
conducted at our December luncheon. 

Now, here is one of the most important things you should know 
about Italy. You can’t get spaghetti bolognese in Bologna! 

Que Sera Sera. 

Keep your motor running…. 

Roger Kelley 
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  ROSE CITY THUNDERBIRDS

  2020 Annual Renewal

       Due Date:  January 15th Each Year 

Your Prompt Attention 

   Is Appreciated 

I Own a: ____55 ____56 ____57 Thunderbird    C.T.C.I. # ________________________*

2019 Dues: $25.00.    

Make your check payable to:  Rose City Thunderbirds 

Mail To: Shelley Roberts, Treasurer 

Rose City Thunderbirds 

1101 North Shore Rd. 

Lake Oswego, OR 97034 

Owner’s  Spouse/ 

Name: _______________________________________ Other: ___________________________ 

Address: _______________________ City: _________________ State/Zip: ______________ 

Phone (preferred): ______________________   (cell/other): _________________________  

eMail: ______________________________________  

Please complete your birthday and anniversary info below 

Birthday – Month/Day 

Owner: ______/_______ Spouse/Other:  _______/_______ Anniversary: ______/_______  

Please indicate if any of the above information is new or has changed: 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

*Remember to renew your C.T.C.I. membership

  C.T.C.I. membership is a requirement of 

  Rose City Thunderbirds membership 

For Official Use Only 

Date:  ________________ 

Check #: ______________ 

Amount: ______________ 
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October Fall Tour
October 19th Tour/Cruise of Scenic Clark County country roads will include a 
special (Club only) visit to the Cedar Creek Grist Mill 

and Covered Bridge along with a stop for lunch at the
 Fargher Lakehouse Restaurant.

The Grist Mill will be pressing apples or grinding corn.  One of their volunteers will show us 
around and explain the operation.

Please gather at the Starbucks Parking lot 504 NE139th St. Vancouver, Washington at 
10:00am. depart at 10:20.  Maps and directions will be handed out at that time. 

If using I-5North take Exit 7.  Turn left onto 139th.  Go over I-5 past second light and 
Starbuck's will be on the right.

Please join us for a fun day.

Frank & Anne Purner

Note:  Roads are two lane in good condition.  All is weather permitting.  Head count 
required by Oct 16.
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December 7th   
Christmas Party 
1pm to 4 pm 

	               at the Golden Valley Brewery,  
	                     1520 NW Bethany Blvd 
	 	 	 Beaverton,OR 97006 
            
	 It will be a sit down plated meal, $25 per person.      	                  
	 Menu choices will be in next months newsletter.  
    	 	   	  
	 	 	 	 Hosted by    
	 	 	  Sheri Soukup & Sandi Newell 

We will be doing an ugly Christmas sweater contest.  
With prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place. 

November Veterans Event     Veterans Memorial Museum     Chehalis, WA 

More information to come in next months newsletter .

Page  6
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Beaches PIR Gathering

The Hockett’s car won the 
prize for the night!!!

The Hockett’s car was 
the only car from our 
club.
An inactive member 
drove down to help 
out and other 
thunderbirds at the 
show were ask to join 
our spot to fill it up.

Page  7
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 OVERNIGHT TRIP TO ASTORIA 

Beautiful bright sunshine and blue 
skies greeted four little birdies to start 
the trip to Astoria on Saturday 
September 21, 2019. We drove past 
tank farms and ships unloading in the 
gritty industrial area of Portland on 
our way to
meet Tom & Betty Mathews in 
Clatskanie. We fueled up on coffee 
and now five birds, to include Bruce & 
Becky Jensen, Bob & Marcena 
Monroe, Shelley Roberts and John & 
Judy Calkin headed Northwest to 
Astoria. We couldn't have asked for a 
more perfect day to enjoy the antique 
trolley ride with fact-filled narration 
from a local volunteer to take us to 
our riverside lunch. The Oregon 
Maritime Museum provided us with 
stories and visuals of
shipwrecks and daring rescues by 
well trained Coast Guard members 
(thank you Wayne Newell) and 
history of World War I and II ships, 
the SS Oregon and SS Astoria. We 
enjoyed a wonderful dinner at the 
Silver Salmon
Grille and called it a day.  Sunday 
gave us rain and cloudy skies so we 
enjoyed breakfast, had a social time
in the hotel hospitality room where we 
solved all the world's problems and a 
few bird issues too, and then went
our separate ways, back to reality 
and our homes.
Thanks to all who participated; Betty 
suggested we do it again next year. 
We hear there's a great Coastal 
round trip train ride out of Garibaldi. 
Hmmm idea?
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Dear club members thank you very much for the thoughtful 
card sent to Oleta after her recent hospital stay. She is 
gradually on her way to full recovery.
 
John & Oleta Sailors

Carol Murray,  
one of our last founding members, passed away on September, 23rd 2019. 
She had been under Hospice Care for the past several weeks.  

She and her husband Bob Murray were founding members of the  
Rose City Thunderbirds in 1972. 

Due to health issues Carol had not been active in the club for several years. 
Many of you know Bob as he was more active and made the arrangements 
for us to use the Union Hall in Tualatin for many of our club functions 
for the past 10 years or so. 

 Saturday November 2nd, 2pm 
Portland Community Church 
7100 SW Scholls Ferry Rd 
Beaverton, OR 97008 
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   Richard & Micheline Stubblefield are from Salem. 
    They own a 1957  

They were a little hesitant due to their home's distance from our 
primary area of operations.

  
 Jason & Christine Mickel are from the Newberg area 

They own a 1956

Please welcome two new couples to 
our family of Thunderbird's

Please remember your name tags at our 
events to help our new member become 

acquainted 



VOLUME 48, ISSUE 10                                                                            OCTOBER   2019

 

Page 11

Type to enter text

Fun Facts and Photos
John Sailors found some pictures of old woodies and some fun trivia.

So for a few months we will post some pictures and trivia , the answers to the trivia 
will be in the follow month’s BirdWatcher 

Answer:  The 1930 Cadillac 452, 
the first production V16

Answer: The 1949 Chryslers
Q: Where was the first drive-in movie theater 
opened, and when? 

1948  Packard

Pontiac
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In	the	very	near	future	you	will	be	receiving	either	an	e-mail	ballot	or	a	mailed	printed	ballot	from	CTCI	
asking	you	to	vote	for	your	candidate	of	choice	for	Region	3	Director	and	Director-at-Large.		In	the	
last	issue	of	the	Early	Bird	magazine	I	announced	my	candidacy	for	Region	3	Director.		In	the	past	
I	have	served	CTCI	as	Region	3	Director,	Director-at-Large,	and	President,	and	I	would	be	honored	again	
to	serve	on	the	CTCI	Board	of	Directors.		At	this	Hme	I	am	asking	for	your	consideraHon	and	vote.	

Like	many	car	clubs	in	recent	years,	CTCI	is	suffering	from	growth,	longevity	and	parHcipaHon	issues.	
I	am	running	for	the	Director	posiHon	at	this	Hme	because	I	believe	the	integrity	of	CTCI	as	we	have	
come	to	known	it	in	the	past,	is	currently	compromised.		I	believe	the	Board	responsibiliHes	should	
adhere	to	the	organizaHon’s	printed	Policies	and	Procedures,	By-laws,	and	at	this	Hme	the	Calif.	
Corporate	Code.		The	CTCI	treasurer	should	be	expected	to	provide	regular	quarterly	financial	reports,	as	
well	as	producing	an	annual	balanced	budget,	and	that	all	financial	reports	and	Board	meeHng	minutes	
(included	regular	video	conferencing)	be	available	to	the	membership	upon	request.	Also,	of	extreme	
importance	is	that	CTCI	Directors	should	be	willing	to	keep	the	lines	of	communicaHon	wide	open	
between	the	Board	and	the	membership.		The	membership	has	a	right	to	be	informed	of	impending	
changes	that	could	affect	the	future	of	the	best	Thunderbird	club	on	the	planet.		Members	should	also	
be	encouraged	to	offer	input	on	any	proposed	organizaHonal	changes	and	club	benefits	prior	to	any	
major	Board	decisions.		The	CTCI	Board	of	Directors	and	the	membership	are	the	glue	that	holds	this	
great	organizaHon	together,	and	we	should	all	work	together	to	preserve	it.	

There	are	a	couple	of	major	issues	involving	CTCI	membership	benefits	and	potenHal	ownership	of	the	
building	in	Signal	Hill,	CA,	that	could	arise	in	the	near	future.	Since	all	members	are	stakeholders	in	CTCI,	
the	membership	should	be	included	in	any	meaningful	discussions	that	take	place,	and	the	pros	and	
cons	printed	and	distributed	to	members	well	in	advance	of	any	vote	by	the	Board	and/or	the	
membership.	

This	round	of	elecHons	for	CTCI	is	very	important	to	the	future	of	this	organizaHon.		I	hope	you	will	
take	the	Hme	to	read	the	Director’s	resumes	which	appeared	in	the	September/October	2019	Early	Bird,	
and	choose	the	candidate	you	feel	best	represents	you	as	a	member	of	CTCI.		Please	take	the	Hme	
to	vote.		If	you	have	any	quesHons,	please	feel	free	to	contact	me	via	phone	or	email.		I	hope	to	conHnue	
to	serve	this	wonderful	organizaHon.	

Cathy	Stubbs		
#5063	
425-228-1012	
cfstubbs@msn.com	

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE	
							In	the	past	some	of	you	have	sought	my	recommendaHon	as	to	who	you	vote	for.		The	Director-	
							At-Large	posiHon	has	three	candidates	to	choose	from.		If	interested,	I	would	like	to	suggest		
							consideraHon	of	Sue	Smith.		She	has	unselfishly	served	CTCI	for	many	years,	and	has	always	put	
							the	membership’s	best	interests	first.	She	and	I	share	the	same	values	for	this	great	club.	Please	read					
							her	resume	in	the	Early	Bird.	

mailto:cfstubbs@msn.com
mailto:cfstubbs@msn.com
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Fellow CTCI Members,

 

You will soon be receiving your email ballot for the election of CTCI Directors 
in Region 1, 3, 5 and Director-at-Large.

I (Geraldine Nuckels) am asking for your vote for Sue Smith for Director at 
Large.  I have known Sue for many years and she has always been a loyal 
CTCI member. 

Through the years, Sue has held many positions in CTCI.  She has served as 
an employee, Judges Training Coordinator, Director, President, Vice 
President and Treasurer.  In 2006, Sue received the Paul Hudgins Memorial 
Award.

Sue is a firm believer in communication with the CTCI membership.  For the 
past few years, the Board of Directors communication with the CTCI 
membership is basically a summary of annual board activity reported in the 
Nov/Dec Early Bird.  Minutes of the many video conference call meetings are 
never shared with the membership.  

The treasurer’s reports lack detail to show the true financial status of CTCI.  
The Treasurers report on page 5 of the 2019 September-October Early Bird is 
very vague.   We members deserve more financial detail on our Classic 
Thunderbird Club International.

Sue will be a director to charge the board to fully communicate with the 
membership and to abide by the Operating Policies & Procedures and 
Bylaws.

I ask you to read Sue’s resume in the Early Bird and then vote for her for 
Director at Large. 

Sue Smith has my vote!!

 

Geraldine Nuckels

CTCI # 861

Past Director at Large

Past Vice President
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Region 3 Thunderbird Enthusiasts,

I am contacting you personally to request your vote for re-election to the position as your Region 3 
Director. I have served the last two years as your Director and would like to continue serving the region to 
provide much needed Board continuity.

As your Board representative, I have been part of the many significant CTCI changes during the last two 
years to improve our car club.
These changes include
1. Reducing the operating cost of office personnel
2. Hiring a company to provide office services at a reduced cost
3. Hiring a new Early Bird editor
4. Creating a new CTCI website

5. Monthly Board video conferences
6. Improved voting procedures

As your Director, I will listen to your concerns and bring these before the whole Board for discussion. It is 
time to move forward and bring CTCI into the future and not return to the past. Times have changed and 
CTCI needs to adapt to the changes. Sometimes change can be painful but we have to look to the future to 
ensure that CTCI remains a viable and financially secure organization. I will work to make those CTCI 
members who are not affiliated with a local club more inclusive about Board activity and important issues.

The Retro Birds are and have been, welcome to attend conventions and CTCI events and the owners/
members have full voting rights as do the Classic owners.
There has been mention about the status of our Signal Hill Building in California. At this time I can assure 
everyone the building is not for sale or rent. CTCI owns this property outright and the membership and 
others have contributed to its purchase in the past. As members, it is your building and I feel any decision to 
its’ status in the future should be made by the members. The expenses to own the current building must be 
balanced against the additional expenses CTCI would incur if we did not own the building and the benefit 
the building provides to our members.

As your Director, it is my position to keep the Region 3 membership up to date with the actions of the 
Board. In the near future, the approved Board meetings will be available to members on the new CTCI web 
page.

I request your vote for me to keep CTCI moving forward in a progressive and positive manner. Please feel 
free to contact me by phone or email with any concerns you may have about the direction and future of 
CTCI

Mike McLucas CTCI #26897
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 October 19th	 	 Fall Colors 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 Foliage Tour 
	 	 	 Frank & Anne Purner 

November 16th	 Vet Celebration 
	 	 	 Roger & Ruth Kelley 

December 7th	 	 Christmas Party 
	 	 	 	 1pm to 4 pm 
 	            at the Golden Valley Brewery, Beaverton 
      	 	 Hosted by Sheri Soukup & Sandi Newell

  
Birthdays 

   Tamy Thomsen Oct 1 
   Greg Virnig  Oct 9 
   Devona Smith Oct 15 
   Wayne Hockett Oct 22 
   John Sailors Oct 29 
   Jeffrey Zybura Oct 31

            Anniversaries 
      
      Tim & Danelle Van Winkle Oct 5 
      Sieg & Cordula Lemke  Oct 10 
      Brad & Jode Groff  Oct 20

Page 15
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BirdWatcher Yellow Page  
 
       

If there are members willing to work on Birds, please let our editor know what types of repairs you are 
comfortable doing and what your hourly rate would be.

If you have had good luck with a repair shop, let our editor know the name of the shop, type of work they 
did for you and any comments.

 
Shop     Type of work Comments          Member reviewing
Portland 
Engine 
Rebuilders     Engine rebuild Quality rebuild, 

fair price           Al Hillier
 
TransAction     Transmission Quality rebuild
Transmission rebuild fair price          John Soukup 

Superior Radiator RadiatorRepair Quality work           Al Hillier
fair price

Auto Battery/ Rebuild Quality work           Al Hillier
Electric Generators  fair price

Checkpoint Motors Engine & Quality work           Jim Sweet
Oregon City Transmission fair price

Checkpoint Motors Power steering Excellent & Guaranteed Peter Yates
Oregon City & Brakes Al Hillier

Alignment & Brake   Alignment Honest, Quality work Bruce Jensen
Specialty

Page 16
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Relays rebuilt with modern components. OD, ’56 & 
’57,  
Window Safety and ’57 Easy-Entry relays (all on 
engine Firewall) $50. Window and Seat $65.  
’57 Dial-a-Matic $145. Specify 6V or 12V. Add $25 
for each 6V relay. 10% discount to Rose City 
Thunderbird members 503-648-7250 
jsailors@frontier.com 
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Rose City Thunderbird Club
13012 NW 39th Ave.
Vancouver, WA 98685
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